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JOONDALUP HEALTH CAMPUS — UPGRADE 
Grievance 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [9.54 am]: I rise today to raise with the Minister for Health a few matters 
that are critical for my constituents, my colleagues with electorates close to mine in Joondalup, and more broadly 
for the northern corridor. I am going to focus on three areas—the upgrade of Joondalup Health Campus, 
inaccurate information by the federal Liberal members in the area and the need for palliative care services in 
the northern corridor. 

Health was a major campaign that I ran during the election—it is important for my constituents—and I secured 
a commitment to deliver an upgrade and expansion of Joondalup Health Campus, something that I know the 
McGowan Labor government is committed to and will deliver. As the member for Joondalup, I know the importance 
for my electorate for residents to receive the healthcare services they need close to home. Joondalup Health 
Campus provides a quality service. It consists of a 524-bed public hospital and a 146-bed private hospital, and 
services a significant catchment area that covers, but is not limited to, the growing cities of Joondalup and 
Wanneroo—a catchment area that is forecast to experience significant population growth. In fact, it has the fastest 
population growth of all areas in WA. Joondalup Health Campus has one of the busiest emergency departments in 
Australia, with over 100 000 presentations annually. 

Since taking office, we have invested in health services in Joondalup, with the opening in February 2018 of the 
10-bed mental health observation area. This was a first crucial step, and is a facility that I know is being utilised 
to its potential. Then came the 12-bed, $5 million stroke unit that I am proud to have been able to advocate for, 
established and operational ahead of the redevelopment. It was opened in March this year and is already saving 
lives. My electorate of Joondalup is looking forward to the significant investment in health infrastructure at 
Joondalup Health Campus and the works that will provide quality health care close to home, and will result in 
shorter emergency department wait times and better mental health treatment. The health campus is currently able 
to meet demand, but it has been widely acknowledged, for the reasons that I have already mentioned, that the 
investment of funds is necessary and crucial. As a member of the community board of advice at the hospital, 
I know that the campus is ready for this upgrade. 

My electorate and the northern corridor have heard the case for growing Joondalup Health Campus, and are 
experiencing the need. They want to understand the planning that I know is being done to enable the delivery of 
the expansion. That is the reason I stand today—to be able to hear from the minister how progress is tracking and 
when my community can expect to see works commence onsite. In the most recent state budget, the McGowan 
Labor government committed $161 million to deliver upgrades at the hospital, including 12 new emergency 
department bays, 90 additional inpatient beds, eight additional operating theatres, additional parking and new 
mental health beds, noting that Labor has continuously advocated for increased support in mental health treatment 
options and acknowledging that this is a growing issue in not only my electorate, but also communities throughout 
Western Australia. 

I have another reason to be raising this matter with the minister. I am concerned about the position that the federal 
Liberal member for Moore has taken, and the misinformation that is being disseminated. The minister’s update today 
will dispel the mistruths and correct the record. What is being communicated is just inaccurate and alarmist. We 
saw earlier this year, in the lead-up to the federal election, Christian Porter and Ian Goodenough scaremongering, 
paying for misleading adverts in the local paper about Joondalup Health Campus. We know that the federal Liberal 
government does not have a good track record when it comes to investing in health care in WA. We have seen that 
in the past. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr T.J. Healy): Manager of opposition business, you made a contribution earlier, 
and you were heard in silence. 

Ms E. HAMILTON: The federal government cut hospital expenditure in WA by $77 million, resulting in 
reduced health care for Western Australians. Further, my community knows that the financial state of affairs 
that the previous government left was a mess. Investment in the outer suburbs should have occurred under the 
last government’s watch but it did not. The Barnett Liberal government left the state with a deficit of over 
$40 billion and the worst set of books in the state’s history, for the McGowan government to fix. Hospitals are 
not built in a day, and it is essential to recognise the importance of undertaking all the works necessary to 
determine how Joondalup Health Campus can be expanded, especially noting that it needs to be able to remain 
a functioning hospital during the expansion. We will continue to get on with the job and will deliver on our 
commitment to upgrade and expand Joondalup Health Campus to reflect the needs of residents in the northern 
corridor. I know that important planning is underway, and I am looking forward to hearing when works are due 
to commence. 
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The last matter that I will take this opportunity to raise today is the very important issue of the McGowan Labor 
government’s investment into palliative care in the northern corridor. It is a pivotal time in this Parliament, given 
the introduction of the voluntary assisted dying legislation in this place yesterday. In the context of that 
conversation, we know that the McGowan Labor government has a clear plan for palliative care services in 
Western Australia. We have committed record funding of $47.4 million in 2019–20 to palliative care services in 
this state. A record investment of $206.2 million in community-based palliative care services will be made over 
the next four years. We remain wholly committed to ensuring that Western Australians have access to high-quality 
palliative care and that it supports people of all ages with a life-limiting or terminal illness to live their lives as 
fully and as comfortably as possible. The Joondalup Health Campus recently embarked on providing those services 
and the services are already available to patients. 

Today I want to convey to the Minister for Health for consideration the sentiment of my community that we need 
palliative care services in Joondalup and for this to be considered as we undertake the upgrade to the Joondalup Health 
Campus. On the path of the voluntary assisted dying legislation, the Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices 
report made a number of recommendations on palliative care, and one in particular relates to the northern corridor. 
Recommendation 7 states that the Minister for Health should facilitate the establishment of an inpatient specialist 
palliative care hospice providing publicly funded beds in the northern suburbs of Perth. We need to accept the 
recommendations from the report and provide palliative care beds at Joondalup. This is something that I know is 
supported by my colleagues in the northern corridor, and I hope it has been given consideration. 

As the Minister for Health said in 2017 — 

The Joondalup Health Campus is the cornerstone of health care in Perth’s northern suburbs and we need 
to make sure we continue to expand the services it provides to local families.  

I know that is exactly what we are doing. I trust the information the minister provides today is something that I will 
be able to take back to my electorate and I look forward to continuing this conversation at an upcoming health 
forum later this year in the Joondalup electorate. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [10.01 am]: I thank the member for Joondalup for her 
grievance today. I know this is an issue about which she is extremely passionate and not a day goes past when she 
does not remind me of the McGowan government’s obligation to invest significantly in health care in the northern 
suburbs. I acknowledge also the member for Girrawheen and the member for Wanneroo, who play a good tag team 
with the member for Joondalup in advocating that we invest heavily in health services in the northern suburbs. As 
the member points out, the government is a strong investor and a strong advocate for continuing to expand hospital 
services in the northern suburbs. My colleague and a former Minister for Health, Hon Jim McGinty, launched the 
last major expansion of Joondalup hospital. 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke: There is a pattern happening. 
Mr R.H. COOK: There is a pattern happening. I am pleased to now be the Minister for Health who is launching 
the next major investment in the Joondalup Health Campus. The government is committed to making sure that 
Joondalup hospital enjoys an expansion. With the Premier, I undertook to sign a memorandum of understanding 
with Ramsay Health Care in 2018 with a commitment around the expansion of the hospital. That included 
a significant expansion of the level of services available at that campus and, in addition, modernising the contract 
with Ramsay so it can continue to provide high-quality health care for the people of Joondalup and the surrounding 
areas into the future. Specifically, we are looking at modernising the contract with Ramsay to reflect modern-day 
public–private partnership practices, and those conversations are going very well. We have since had the 
Department of Health undertake a business case, which was approved in the 2019–20 budget, including the 
announcement of a $160.7 million investment. However, the business case noted that further detailed planning 
informed by the sustainable health review and updated clinical modelling on future inpatient beds and operating 
theatre requirements and a final capital cost estimate would need to be undertaken. 
That work is occurring at the moment with our partners in that project, Ramsay Health Care and the commonwealth 
government. I acknowledge the contribution from the commonwealth government, although I share the concerns 
of the member for Joondalup about some of the misinformation, particularly around the time of the last federal 
election, which claimed that the state government was not committed to that project. We are 100 per cent 
committed. We are driving this project, but we want to ensure that the project definition plan reflects the needs of 
the community into the future. I remind members that we also have residents to the north in Yanchep whom we 
need to think about as we roll out health services to those communities. 
The government is looking forward to finalising the project definition plan with Ramsay Health Care to ensure 
that it meets the needs of the community. The member noted that we have already undertaken significant work at 
Joondalup on the mental health observation area. As the member noted, that has been significantly utilised since 
we opened it earlier in our term. 
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In addition to that, we have delivered on our election commitment for a 12-bed stroke unit at the hospital. That 
was widely welcomed by the community and comes after many years of advocacy by the member for Joondalup 
and the Northern Suburbs Stroke Support Group. That group has a passion for making sure that Joondalup Health 
Campus has in-house stroke services. That means not only that stroke sufferers get assistance sooner, but also that 
people can transition out of an acute setting into the rehabilitation wards at the stroke centre much sooner, 
providing a better pathway for stroke patients as they recover. 
I am passionate about this project. In 2013 we went to the election with a commitment to expand the number of 
mental health beds at Joondalup Health Campus. It is a project that I have continued to drive in government. It 
was great to get a commitment from not only the federal Labor opposition, but also the federal government to fund 
the expansion of the hospital to ensure that it continues to meet the needs of the people in the northern suburbs. 
I acknowledge briefly the member’s call for palliative care in the northern suburbs. We recognise and accept the 
recommendation of the joint select committee on the issue of palliative care in the northern suburbs and I am doing 
a lot of work with the Department of Health at the moment to bring that to fruition. The member for Vasse has raised 
issues of palliative care in her community as well. It is important that we have a good focus on palliative care in the 
community at the same time as we consider the important Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019. I thank the member for 
Joondalup for her advocacy today and I acknowledge the incredibly hard work she does to ensure that her community 
is aware of the great work we are doing in the northern suburbs. I look forward to continuing to work with her and 
the community in Joondalup so that they can have a great input into the future of the Joondalup Health Campus. 
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